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Centre County 2002 Existing Land 
Use Survey 
 
The purpose of a land use survey is to 
provide a “snapshot” of existing 
conditions with regards to 
development patterns.  Such surveys 
allow for the monitoring of changing 
patterns and trends over time, and are 
an important tool linking growth 
management strategies, capital 
facilities planning, and natural 
resources protection. 
 
Methodology 
 
Beginning in the winter of 2001 and 
continuing through the summer of 
2002, staff went out into the field with 
municipal maps to collect data on the 
current land uses of Centre County.  
Following a set category list, staff 
recorded on paper existing land uses.   
 

 
Field map example 
 
Once back in the office, utilizing the 
tools of a Geographic Information 
System (GIS), staff converted the data 
collected into a digital map coverage 

to create a new existing land use 
database.  In addition to relying on 
field work for data, staff was fortunate 
to have the use of color air 
photography that was flown in the 
Spring of 2001.  Areas of the county 
outside of the population centers and 
the more remote portions of the county 
were digitized using these photos.  
The photos greatly enhanced the 
ability to digitize many land uses 
including but not limited to agriculture, 
forests, and mined land.   
 

 
Aerial photo overlaid with parcel boundary 
and roads 
 
The advantage of using GIS is the 
capability for the program to 
automatically determine land use 
calculations.  GIS also allows for the 
calculation of large areas such as the 
entire county, calculations on a 
municipal level, or even calculations 
based on a single tax parcel. 
 
The following charts show the existing 
land uses in Centre County in 2002.  
The data is displayed on a county 
level, regional levels, and municipal 
levels.
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CENTRE COUNTY        

        
 Acres Percent 

of County      

Land Use 2002 2002 1995 1990 1985 Change 1995 to 2002  

Residential 24,189 3.41 2.93 2.23 1.7 16.38%  
Commercial 2,104 0.30 0.25 0.25 0.16 20.00%  
Industrial 728 0.10 0.12 0.12 0.09 -16.67%  
Vacant Structure 73 0.01      
Mined Land 2,774 0.39 0.53 1.75 2.17 -26.42%  
Transportation 15,448 2.18 2.04 2.16 1.81 6.86%  
Communications 44 0.01      
Utility 790 0.11      
Public or Semi-Public 2,111 0.30 0.29 0.27 0.24 3.45%  
Recreation 3,241 0.46 0.5 0.43 0.4 8.00%  
TOTAL DEVELOPMENT 51,501 7.26 6.66 7.21 6.57 9.01%  
Agriculture 109,851 15.48 17.22 17.83 18.7 10.10%  
Forested 514,429 72.51 70.9 69.48 70.27 2.27%  
Reclaimed Land 12,846 1.81      
Vacant and Unused  17,231 2.43 4.63 4.94 3.91 -47.52%  
Water 3,628 0.51 0.6 0.54 0.55 -15.00%  
Total 709,486 100 100 100 100   
     
 

Notes: 
 
The 1995 Existing Land Use combined the categories of Transportation, 
Communications, and Utility and reported it as one.  The 2002 Existing Land Use 
separates these categories so each can be reported in its own distinct category.   

 
The 1995 Existing Land Use does not report Reclaimed Land as a separate category.  
Instead, the 1995 document counts the value as either Vacant or Unused Land or Forested 
depending on the type of reclamation the site underwent. 
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CENTRE COUNTY PLANNING REGIONS       

          
          
 

Penns Valley Nittany Valley Lower Bald Eagle Mountaintop 
 

Land Use Acres % Acres % Acres % Acres %  

Residential 4,107 2.60 4,017 5.09 2,145 2.42 1,127 1.03  
Commercial 338 0.21 413 0.52 163 0.18 75 0.07  
Industrial 69 0.04 230 0.29 66 0.07 34 0.03  
Vacant Structure 5 0.00 20 0.03 19 0.02 5 0.00  
Mined Land 112 0.07 990 1.25 145 0.16 766 0.70  
Transportation 1,675 1.06 3,041 3.85 2,088 2.35 1,175 1.07  
Communications 3 0.00 4 0.01 1 0.00 3 0.00  
Utility 12 0.01 113 0.14 141 0.16 12 0.01  
Public or Semi-Public 372 0.24 500 0.63 147 0.17 62 0.06  
Recreation 633 0.40 277 0.35 421 0.47 45 0.04  
DEVELOPMENT 7,327 4.64 9,605 12.17 5,337 6.01 3,304 3.02  
Agriculture 43,166 27.31 24,485 31.04 7,463 8.41 698 0.64  
Forested 104,885 66.36 41,962 53.19 69,553 78.37 96,167 87.85  
Reclaimed Land 32 0.02 0 0.00 215 0.24 7,384 6.75  
Vacant and Unused  2,246 1.42 2,647 3.36 4,131 4.65 1,698 1.55  
Water 402 0.25 194 0.25 2,056 2.32 212 0.19  
Total 158,057 100 78,893 100 88,756 100 109,464 100  
          
          
 

Moshannon Valley Upper Bald Eagle Centre 
   

Land Use Acres % Acres % Acres %    

Residential 1,283 1.32 1,577 1.96 9,934 10.28    
Commercial 111 0.11 139 0.17 866 0.90    
Industrial 13 0.01 11 0.01 305 0.32    
Vacant Structure 9 0.01 2 0.00 12 0.01    
Mined Land 601 0.62 19 0.02 141 0.15    
Transportation 1,361 1.40 1,601 1.99 4,508 4.67    
Communications 9 0.01 2 0.00 21 0.02    
Utility 41 0.04 4 0.01 466 0.48    
Public or Semi-Public 106 0.11 74 0.09 849 0.88    
Recreation 206 0.21 24 0.03 1,635 1.69    
DEVELOPMENT 3,741 3.85 3,453 4.29 18,736 19.39    
Agriculture 250 0.26 7,437 9.24 26352 27.27    
Forested 86,428 88.91 67,678 84.09 47757 49.43    
Reclaimed Land 5,214 5.36 0 0.00 0 0.00    
Vacant and Unused  1,280 1.32 1,707 2.12 3523 3.65    
Water 299 0.31 209 0.26 255 0.26    
Total 97,211 100 80,484 100 96,623 100    
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PENNS VALLEY MUNICIPALITIES        
           
 Potter Township Gregg Township Penn Township Miles Township  
Land Use Acres % Acres % Acres % Acres %   

Residential 1,431 3.93 1,067 3.74 414 2.38 440 1.16
Commercial 181 0.50 47 0.16 20 0.11 16 0.04
Industrial 34 0.09 11 0.04 0 0.00 11 0.03
Vacant Structure 1 0.00 2 0.01 0 0.00 0 0.00
Mined Land 24 0.07 16 0.06 0 0.00 0 0.00
Transportation 639 1.76 338 1.19 133 0.77 243 0.64
Communications 1 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Utility 5 0.02 3 0.01 2 0.01 0 0.00
Public or Semi-Public 162 0.45 29 0.10 33 0.19 21 0.05
Recreation 300 0.82 88 0.31 150 0.86 57 0.15
DEVELOPMENT 2,780 7.63 1,600 5.61 753 4.33 789 2.08
Agriculture 13,862 38.07 9,262 32.48 4,804 27.61 8,050 21.26
Forested 18,612 51.11 17,133 60.08 11,534 66.28 28,703 75.82
Reclaimed Land 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 32 0.08
Vacant and Unused  1,061 2.91 454 1.59 205 1.18 230 0.61
Water 100 0.27 68 0.24 106 0.61 52 0.14
Total 36,414 100 28,517 100 17,403 100 37,856 100
           
           
 Centre Hall Boro Millheim Boro Haines 

Township 
    

Land Use Acres % Acres % Acres %     

Residential 159 39.55 152 18.48 444 1.21     
Commercial 15 3.66 12 1.45 48 0.13     
Industrial 2 0.59 0 0.02 10 0.03     
Vacant Structure 0 0.05 2 0.24 0 0.00     
Mined Land 0 0.00 0 0.00 73 0.20     
Transportation 51 12.65 39 4.71 232 0.63     
Communications 0 0.02 0 0.01 0 0.00     
Utility 0 0.00 1 0.13 0 0.00     
Public or Semi-Public 86 21.39 17 2.08 24 0.06     
Recreation 20 4.87 10 1.19 9 0.02     
DEVELOPMENT 332 82.79 233 28.31 840 2.29     
Agriculture 15 3.75 387 47.01 6,786 18.52     
Forested 31 7.65 159 19.27 28,713 78.36     
Reclaimed Land 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00     
Vacant and Unused  23 5.81 39 4.68 233 0.64     
Water 0 0.00 6 0.72 70 0.19     
Total 401 100 824 100 36,642 100     
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NITTANY VALLEY MUNICIPALITIES      
          

 Benner Township Spring Township Walker Township Marion Township  
Land Use Acres % Acres % Acres % Acres %  

Residential 930 5.02 1,172 6.22 992 3.63 448 3.10  
Commercial 124 0.67 169 0.90 59 0.22 24 0.17  
Industrial 66 0.36 128 0.68 9 0.03 5 0.03  
Vacant Structure 4 0.02 7 0.04 0 0.00 0 0.00  
Mined Land 102 0.55 617 3.28 0 0.00 271 1.87  
Transportation 968 5.23 2,204 11.71 240 0.88 850 5.87  
Communications 1 0.01 1 0.01 1 0.00 1 0.01  
Utility 61 0.33 38 0.20 11 0.04 2 0.01  
Public or Semi-Public 295 1.59 79 0.42 36 0.13 17 0.12  
Recreation 31 0.17 76 0.40 81 0.30 52 0.36  
DEVELOPMENT 2,582 13.94 4,490 23.86 1,429 5.23 1,669 11.54  
Agriculture 6,561 35.42 5,871 31.19 7,856 28.75 4,093 28.30  
Forested 8,262 44.61 7,263 38.58 17,836 65.26 8,483 58.65  
Reclaimed Land 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00  
Vacant and Unused  1,003 5.42 1,128 5.99 202 0.74 217 1.50  
Water 112 0.61 71 0.38 7 0.02 3 0.02  
Total 18,521 100 18,823 100 27,329 100 14,465 100  
          
          
 Bellefonte Boro        
Land Use Acres %        

Residential 475 39.94        
Commercial 36 3.04        
Industrial 23 1.94        
Vacant Structure 9 0.80        
Mined Land 0 0.00        
Transportation 188 15.81        
Communications 0 0.01        
Utility 1 0.11        
Public or Semi-Public 74 6.26        
Recreation 37 3.11        
DEVELOPMENT 845 71.02        
Agriculture 106 8.87        
Forested 117 9.87        
Reclaimed Land 0 0.00        
Vacant and Unused  97 8.17        
Water 25 2.07        
Total 1,190 100        
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LOWER BALD EAGLE VALLEY MUNICIPALITIES      
          

 Boggs Township Howard Township Liberty Township Curtin Township  
Land Use Acres % Acres % Acres % Acres %  

Residential 822 2.42 337 2.83 492 3.39 278 0.99  
Commercial 107 0.32 26 0.22 18 0.12 3 0.01  
Industrial 56 0.16 9 0.08 0 0.00 0 0.00  
Vacant Structure 4 0.01 2 0.02 10 0.07 1 0.00  
Mined Land 39 0.11 4 0.03 0 0.00 102 0.36  
Transportation 1,258 3.71 209 1.76 372 2.57 170 0.61  
Communications 1 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00  
Utility 33 0.10 37 0.31 65 0.45 0 0.00  
Public or Semi-Public 74 0.22 32 0.27 22 0.15 8 0.03  
Recreation 52 0.15 146 1.22 201 1.39 8 0.03  
DEVELOPMENT 2,446 7.21 801 6.74 1,180 8.14 570 2.03  
Agriculture 3,569 10.53 424 3.56 1,766 12.18 1,701 6.07  
Forested 26,863 79.23 8,867 74.55 10,065 69.45 23,721 84.65  
Reclaimed Land 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 215 0.77  
Vacant and Unused  909 2.68 707 5.94 722 4.98 1,736 6.20  
Water 119 0.35 1,095 9.21 760 5.24 79 0.28  
Total 33,906 100 11,894 100 14,492 100 28,022 100  
          
          

 Milesburg Boro Howard Boro      
Land Use Acres % Acres %      

Residential 119 36.18 98 53.49      
Commercial 6 1.85 4 1.99      
Industrial 0 0.00 1 0.79      
Vacant Structure 0 0.06 1 0.40      
Mined Land 0 0.00 0 0.00      
Transportation 57 17.32 23 12.67      
Communications 0 0.00 0 0.11      
Utility 6 1.83 0 0.00      
Public or Semi-Public 6 1.72 6 3.10      
Recreation 9 2.73 6 3.18      
DEVELOPMENT 204 61.71 138 75.73      
Agriculture 4 1.33 0 0.00      
Forested 25 7.67 19 10.69      
Reclaimed Land 0 0.00 0 0.00      
Vacant and Unused  31 9.50 25 13.58      
Water 65 19.79 0 0.00      
Total 330 100 182 100      
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MOUNTAINTOP REGION MUNICIPALITIES       
          
 Burnside Township Snow Shoe Township Snow Shoe Boro    
Land Use Acres % Acres % Acres %    

Residential 207 0.37 772 1.45 148 39.05    
Commercial 9 0.02 59 0.11 7 1.97    
Industrial 0 0.00 34 0.06 0 0.00    
Vacant Structure 0 0.00 4 0.01 1 0.36    
Mined Land 138 0.25 628 1.18 0 0.00    
Transportation 136 0.24 985 1.85 54 14.30    
Communications 0 0.00 3 0.00 0 0.12    
Utility 3 0.01 9 0.02 0 0.07    
Public or Semi-Public 9 0.02 43 0.08 11 2.80    
Recreation 3 0.01 10 0.02 32 8.38    
DEVELOPMENT 504 0.90 2,547 4.77 254 67.05    
Agriculture 292 0.52 406 0.76 0 0.00    
Forested 51,857 93.07 44,217 82.85 93 24.65    
Reclaimed Land 1,780 3.19 5,591 10.48 14 3.58    
Vacant and Unused  1,265 2.27 416 0.78 18 4.72    
Water 21 0.04 191 0.36 0 0.00    
Total 55,719 100 53,367 100 378 100    
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MOSHANNON VALLEY REGION MUNICIPALITIES     
         
 Rush Township Philipsburg Boro S. Philipsburg Boro   
Land Use Acres % Acres % Acres %   

Residential 1,014 1.05 207 40.54 62 38.35   
Commercial 86 0.09 23 4.45 2 1.14   
Industrial 12 0.01 0 0.04 1 0.82   
Vacant Structure 6 0.01 3 0.66 0 0.00   
Mined Land 601 0.62 0 0.00 0 0.00   
Transportation 1,240 1.28 99 19.34 22 13.74   
Communications 9 0.01 0 0.00 0 0.00   
Utility 25 0.03 16 3.12 0 0.00   
Public or Semi-Public 52 0.05 52 10.23 1 0.80   
Recreation 182 0.19 23 4.59 0 0.00   
DEVELOPMENT 3,227 3.34 424 82.96 89 54.84   
Agriculture 250 0.26 0 0.00 0 0.00   
Forested 86,307 89.40 63 12.28 58 35.77   
Reclaimed Land 5,214 5.40 0 0.00 0 0.00   
Vacant and Unused  1,242 1.29 23 4.43 15 9.39   
Water 298 0.31 2 0.33 0 0.00   
Total 96,536 100 512 100 163 100   
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UPPER BALD EAGLE VALLEY MUNICIPALITIES      
          
 Taylor Township Worth Township Huston Township Union Township  
Land Use Acres % Acres % Acres % Acres %  

Residential 319 1.55 288 2.09 388 2.47 452 1.50  
Commercial 27 0.13 35 0.25 41 0.26 29 0.10  
Industrial 7 0.04 1 0.01 3 0.02 0 0.00  
Vacant Structure 0 0.00 1 0.01 0 0.00 1 0.00  
Mined Land 0 0.00 14 0.10 0 0.00 6 0.02  
Transportation 195 0.95 774 5.62 333 2.12 295 0.98  
Communications 0 0.00 0 0.00 1 0.01 0 0.00  
Utility 0 0.00 2 0.02 0 0.00 1 0.00  
Public or Semi-Public 8 0.04 16 0.12 10 0.06 29 0.10  
Recreation 0 0.00 0 0.00 10 0.06 4 0.01  
DEVELOPMENT 556 2.71 1,131 8.22 786 5.01 817 2.72  
Agriculture 1,582 7.71 1,580 11.48 1,195 7.61 3,055 10.16  
Forested 17,963 87.53 10,569 76.80 13,169 83.91 25,778 85.72  
Reclaimed Land 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00  
Vacant and Unused  395 1.93 449 3.26 478 3.05 349 1.16  
Water 27 0.13 33 0.24 67 0.43 75 0.25  
Total 20,523 100 13,762 100 15,695 100 30,074 100  
          
          
 Port Matilda Boro Unionville Boro      
Land Use Acres % Acres %      

Residential 76 22.71 53 19.18      
Commercial 8 2.34 0 0.11      
Industrial 0 0.00 0 0.00      
Vacant Structure 0 0.05 0 0.05      
Mined Land 0 0.00 0 0.00      
Transportation 60 17.92 56 20.44      
Communications 0 0.00 0 0.00      
Utility 1 0.21 0 0.00      
Public or Semi-Public 8 2.45 2 0.83      
Recreation 9 2.74 1 0.37      
DEVELOPMENT 163 48.42 113 40.98      
Agriculture 3 0.85 22 8.05      
Forested 136 40.45 66 23.84      
Reclaimed Land 0 0.00 0 0.00      
Vacant and Unused  22 6.64 13 4.70      
Water 12 3.64 62 22.44      
Total 337 100 276 100      
          
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 10

 
CENTRE REGION MUNICIPALITIES      
          
 Ferguson Township Harris Township College Township Patton Township  
Land Use Acres % Acres % Acres % Acres %  

Residential 2,388 7.56 1,443 6.97 1,540 12.85 1,776 11.36  
Commercial 244 0.77 18 0.09 333 2.78 139 0.89  
Industrial 106 0.33 16 0.08 173 1.44 9 0.06  
Vacant Structure 2 0.01 0 0.00 4 0.03 1 0.00  
Mined Land 0 0.00 0 0.00 140 1.17 0 0.00  
Transportation 890 2.82 545 2.63 1,183 9.87 1,004 6.42  
Communications 2 0.01 3 0.01 5 0.04 11 0.07  
Utility 240 0.76 80 0.38 62 0.52 13 0.08  
Public or Semi-Public 107 0.34 25 0.12 348 2.90 46 0.29  
Recreation 431 1.36 317 1.53 299 2.49 171 1.10  
DEVELOPMENT 4,409 13.95 2,446 11.81 4,086 34.10 3,169 20.28  
Agriculture 12,241 38.73 3,632 17.53 2,992 24.96 3,368 21.55  
Forested 14,217 44.98 13,889 67.05 3,728 31.11 8,345 53.40  
Reclaimed Land 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00  
Vacant and Unused  680 2.15 697 3.36 1,128 9.41 699 4.47  
Water 58 0.18 51 0.24 51 0.43 46 0.29  
Total 31,605 100 20,714 100 11,985 100 15,627 100  
          
          
 Half Moon Township State College Boro      
Land Use Acres % Acres %      

Residential 1,384 10.21 1,402 43.84      
Commercial 24 0.18 108 3.39      
Industrial 0 0.00 1 0.04      
Vacant Structure 0 0.00 6 0.18      
Mined Land 1 0.01 0 0.00      
Transportation 196 1.45 689 21.54      
Communications 1 0.00 1 0.02      
Utility 52 0.38 20 0.62      
Public or Semi-Public 13 0.10 311 9.71      
Recreation 17 0.12 399 12.48      
DEVELOPMENT 1,689 12.46 2,936 91.83      
Agriculture 4,156 30.65 26 0.80      
Forested 7,407 54.62 175 5.47      
Reclaimed Land 0 0.00 0 0.00      
Vacant and Unused  269 1.98 51 1.58      
Water 39 0.29 10 0.31      
Total 13,560 100 3,198 100      
          
 

 


